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Fix Local Government Funding  

Wisconsin’s system of funding local governments is broken. WPRA supports our local government partners 
in a campaign to reform local government funding. The over reliance on property taxes to pay for local ser-
vices, including parks, shi s the strain on residents and small businesses. WPRA asks the legislature to cre-
ate a be er way of funding local governments that includes revenue op ons other than property taxes to 
con nue delivering cri cal services, including parks and recrea on.   
 

Maximize Trail Funding 

Biking and walking trails connect our communi es and provide an entry for new visitors to experience our 
local parks and recrea on services. WPRA supports u lizing addi onal federal funds for the Transporta on 
Alterna ve Program (TAP)  — for a total funding of $18 million annually in federal transporta on funds— 
and providing $1.2 million in state transporta on funds to assist small (under 5,000 popula on) communi-

es meet the 20% TAP project match requirement. A robust TAP program will guarantee more projects can 
advance across the state that priori ze walking and biking.  
 

Strengthen the Park & Recrea on Workforce 

The local park & recrea on industry has seen a dras c decrease in staff over the last 10 years. Park and Rec-
rea on is o en the first- me employer for many young people and provides key experiences – such as life-
guard, day camp counselor – that shape their career trajectory. WPRA supports genera ng addi onal fund-
ing for youth workforce readiness. In addi on, WPRA is interested in legisla on to examine training con-
straints for the Commercial Driver’s License program for Tier 4 (e.g. municipal employees) and lowering the 
slide a endant age requirements to mirror lifeguards at age 15.  

 

Support Tourism Capital Investment Grant Program  

Last year, using ARPA funds, the state created a Tourism Capital Grant Program, to assist local and tribal 
governments and nonprofit organiza ons to restore, through capital investments, tourism related economic 
ac vity. There were 210 eligible applicants under the ARPA program reques ng a total of $260 million, 27 of 
which received grants totaling $21.9 million. This was twice the amount awarded than originally proposed. 
The 27 grant recipients are making vital investments in local communi es that support Wisconsin’s econo-
my, create jobs and are making their communi es be er places to visit, live and work. There clearly is enor-
mous demand and opportunity for investments into tourism capital projects.  WPRA supports u lizing the 
state’s surplus to provide another round of Capital Grants, similar to the ARPA program. The Governor’s 
budget includes a one- me investment of $50 million GPR for this program.  

 
Fully Fund Child Nutri on Programs 

Outside of schools, park and recrea on agencies are the largest public provider of healthy meals and snacks 
to children. WPRA supports the  $4.9 million GPR increase over the biennium to fully fund the school break-
fast reimbursement aid program at 15 cents per meal.  In addi on, WPRA encourages the legislature to con-
sider funding to support breakfast and lunch programs to ensure healthy food access for kids par cipa ng 
in park and recrea on programming on days when school is closed.  
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Con nued Support for the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program 

Stewardship grants are an essen al tool for Wisconsin’s rural, urban, and suburban communi es to obtain 
and improve public lands and make other investments in outdoor recrea on. Con nued investment in Local 
Units of Government (LUG) projects benefit Wisconsin residents, tourists, and the state’s bo om line.  

WPRA is a membership associa on that represents over 1,200 
individuals delivering a broad spectrum of services in Wisconsin. 
Our members include Park, Recrea on and Therapeu c Recrea on 
professionals in local, county, state, school district, private and 
agency se ngs. WPRA also represents public Park and Recrea on 
Boards and Commissions, students, commercial firms, and re red 
members.  

For addi onal informa on or ques ons about WPRA’s legisla ve priori es, please contact:  
Caty McDermo , mcdermo @hamilton-consul ng.com or (708) 717-3824 


